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HEATHERWOOD MIDBLE SCHOOL

1419 TRILLIKM BLVP SE, MILL CREEK, WA 98012 (425) 3856300

i Happy New Year!

§ Times are changing all
around us. In January
i % 2009, we welcome a
new Pre3|dent of the United States
of America and we have the
privilege of sharing this historical
event with our children. For our
children in Washington State, we
welcome a new Superintendent of
Public Instruction, Randy Dorn.
Make sure to view his K-12
Education: An Agenda for Change,
by clicking on this link;
www.k12.wa.us. January also rings
in a new legislative season and in
these economic times it is
important we share with our local
leaders our interest in making
education funding a priority. Please
join me in this special opportunity:

REGION 7 PRESENTS A “FIELD
TRIP” TO FOCUS DAY! EVERETT
& MARYSVILLE COUNCIL ARE
SPONSORING ABUS TRIP TO
FOCUS DAY

The bus will depart from McCollum
Park & Ride in south Everett on
Thursday, February 26th at 8:30
am. WSPTA is hosting a rally on
the Capitol steps in Olympia from
12:00 to 1:00 pm. The bus will
leave Olympia at 2:30 pm and
arrive back at the Park & Ride at
approximately 4:30 pm.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO
ATTEND!
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PLEASE CONFIRM A SEAT FOR
ME ON THE BUS TO FOCUS
DAY — RESERVATION:

NAME:

NAMES OF ALL TRAVELERS:

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL:

# OF ADULTS:

# OF STUDENTS:

TOTAL #:

PAYMENT ENCLOSED: $16.00 X
# OF SEATS / TOTAL

$

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
MARYSVILLE PTA COUNCIL 7.4
Mail checks to: Julie Matheny
13317 60th Dr. SE Everett WA
98208. We are sorry, but NO
REFUNDS can be given for
cancellations. CONTACT
INFORMATION: Julie Matheny /
Region 7 Legislative Chair 425-
385-2482-home / 509-668-0960-
cell / markt56@aol.com-email

| hope you can join us in support
of our students and public
education on the Capitol steps and
be a part of the change.

Every Child. One Voice.

Respectfully,

Christa Pederson
Heatherwood PTA President
christapederson@comcast.net




PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING

As I'm certain you'll agree, it's great to be into January on a fairly normal school routine. Knowing that we
still have several winter weeks ahead, we're just hoping to be free from weather-related events that
impact travel and school. Fingers crossed.

Wednesday, January 28 " is our next Principals’ Chat from 1:45-2:30 PM . You are invited to drop in
(main office) and dialogue with John, me, and other parents about anything related to Heatherwood,
Middle School, adolescents/teens, issues concerning students, etc. These sessions, designed to serve as
a connection with parents, are informal and of an open-forum nature. Those attending really set the
agenda, as we are here to answer your questions and concerns and to address key topics. If you are
interested but unable to make it this month, the schedule for the remainder of the year is as follows:

February 25", 9:15-10:00 A.M.
March 25", 1:45-2:30 P.M.
May 27", 9:15-10:00 A.M.

5 ,‘ \.. 77

Please join us. We look forward to seeing you here. ﬁ
'l

Principal, Heatherwood Middle School
e

Volunteer Opportunities at Heatherwood W§

ANTED

1'§

s
Math Carnival E
Math can be fun. Join us for fun and games at the upcoming Heatherwood Middle School Math Carnival on
Thursday, February 19", 6 to 8 p.m. Volunteers are needed to manage and supervise games as students
play the math games at various stations. There will be drawings which the students win tickets at the sta-
tlons and put them into a drawing, at the end tickets are pulled to win prizes. The math teachers are looking .

H for donations for prizes. E

career fair will be on February 26 from 8:30 -10:30 am. The Fair is the culmination of a three year career
curriculum in which the students have explored how their skills and interests might relate to future career
ch0|ces Parent volunteer assistance is needed in the morning with the participant sign-in and general help.

Career Exploration Fair
Each year we host a “Career Exploration and Interest Fair”  for our eighth grade students. Our upcoming

"
If you have a business or occupation you would like to showcase to students as an exhibitor for the career
fair, we would be interested in hearing from you.

If you are able to help with either of these events, or are interested in any of our volunteer activities at
g Heatherwood Middle School please contact:

Volunteer Coordinator
425.385.6416
abensen@everettsd.org
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Aline Bensen
Heatherwood Community Resource Assistant



Heatherwood Math Carnival Night
Thursday, February 19"
6 to 8 p.m. in the Heatherwood Cafeteria
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%/ All Heatherwood students and family members are invited to come to an
exciting night of math games at Heatherwood’s Math Carnival Night!

Admission is free to come and enjoy lots of fun math games and prizes!

Got Chess?

Do you have a student who plays chess or wants to learn? Chess is a universal “sport for the brain” that lets
students put their critical thinking skills to work in a social environment.

We want to form an after-school chess club at Heatherwood -- not just any club, but a Chess Academy club.
Chess Academy is a program for all levels of players run by professional instructors. Each week, students
learn new strategies; solve interesting chess puzzles; play individual and team chess games; and (if there is
interest in entering scholastic chess tournaments) prepare
for tournament play.

Cost would be approximately $8 per class (1 ¥ hrs.) for

4- to 6-week sessions held after school one day a week

(probably Wednesdays). Sessions would continue to run
throughout the school year.

We need to determine interest in starting this club
If your student is considering this activity, please e-mail
Laura Follis at folcom@aol.com or call (425) 357-9290.

Proposed Video Game Development Evening Workshop fo  r Middle School Kids

Playing video games is a favorite pastime for many kids (usually boys). The challenge of the game is one rea-
son. But have you ever thought about the challenge in creating a video game? The artwork, the math and
physics, the music, the story, etc.? Jackson High School offers courses in computer science including video
game development. http://www.everett.k12.wa.us/jacksonhigh/mthorleifson_videogames/Home

Local universities (UW, DigiPen) offer summer classes for middle school kids on the subject.
https://www.digipen.edu/prospective-students/academics/for-grades-5-12/

And of course these universities offer full-length college level courses and degrees for older students that can

lead to video game industry, robotics, computer systems, software engineering or other related careers.
What? My child can actually make a living with this mindless activity? You mean it's
not so mindless after all?

/ * An idea PTA volunteers have been discussing is hosting a single evening hands-on
[~ and minds-on workshop on some of the basics of video game design and develop-
ment. It would be open to Heatherwood and Gateway students and their parents. If
*/__you think your son or daughter would be interested in attending such an event,
/ .~ please contact your local PTA president. If there is enough interest, we will do our
best to make it happen.
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At each of our socials we have been offering pictures for purchase. In the past we have used Polaroid
film, which is now no longer being manufactured. We are now going digital and printing on site. Kits

Cameras was offering free photo printers with a camera purchase so we thought we would ask if any-
one may have received a freebie they don't plan on using or may have an old one they are putting out

of service. If so, contact Christa Pederson christapederson@comcast.net if you have one available.
Thank you.

Because it never hurts to ask
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December Child Advoca te Available Online

Featuring “Help Your Kids Develop a Good Attitude During Tough Economic Times” as
well as other useful parenting articles.

Click on the attached link December Edition of "The Child Advocate" Now Avail able!

TVW Launches New Educational Resources for Classroo m Use

Teach WithTVW.org offers short clips of TVW programming, organized by teaching topics and linked to Washington’s civics
education standards. In addition, the site features civic education videos designed for classroom use as well as “gavel-to-
gavel” video of youth and student events. TVW has worked closely with the educational community on the website’s devel-
opment, including the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Washington State Council for Social Studies,
and the K-20 Network. You can visit TVW'’s new education website at www.teachwithtvw.org.

New Action Alert Message for the Governor — Follow the link below to take action today

After the Governor released her budget proposal, we shut down our earlier education funding alert, rec-
ognizing that we needed to update our message. (Approximately 350 people responded to this first
alert.) We have created a new message (linked below) and again strongly encourage all, (even those
who responded to the first alert) to complete it and to forward it on to your email lists.

We want to let our elected officials know that despite these very difficult times, there is work that can be
done to lay the groundwork for a better education finance structure in the future. We are also express-
ing specific concern about the proposed 33% cuts to levy equalization money which would adversely affect those districts

that already have less ability to raise local levy dollars. Click on the following link and Respond to the Governor's Budget
Proposal Today!

State Launches Searchable Budget Website

news
—’_—_—':_____= 7 Last week, following a press conference at the state capitol, the state released a new web
== site that puts all state spending online in a searchable, easy-to-use format. Fiscal.wa.gov is
“m an unprecedented step towards transparency and interactivity in government, and was called for
\— by legislation passed during the 2008 legislative session. The legislation was based on WPC's

research and recommendations in Creating a Free, Searchable Website of State Spendi __ng,
published in December 2007. Read more about this in WPC's press release on the searchable budget website




——f— Washington State PTA’s Annual Focus Day in Olympia — February 26, 2009
j=—— Are you making plans to participate in Focus Day in Olympia? Online registration now

— available! Register yourself today. Click Here to Register Online for Focus Day 2009!
Note: there is no charge for attendance at Focus D  ay, and transportation in the form of buses

or carpools may be available.
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This month’s long anticipated release of the final report by the legislature’s Basic Education Finance Joint Task Force
(BEF) makes this year’s Focus Day different. We want the media, people of influence and everyone to know that
WSPTA and other supporting organizations stand firmly behind the BEF mandate to redefine and fully fund basic
education to meet today’s needs. We are encouraging large numbers to attend the noon rally in order to send a strong
message to our elected officials.

Questions? Contact our Regional Legislation Chair, Julie Matheny markt56@aol.com or Focus Day Chairs: Byron Shutz
beshutz@comcast.net and Shelley Kloba shelley@kloba.com or your Heatherwood Legislative Chair: Christa Pederson
christapederson@comcast.net.

It's Basic: First you have to define it

Washington’s system to pay for schools is broken. By law, the state is supposed to pay for basic expenses like salaries and
utilities. But across Washington, districts face severe financial shortfalls and some may become insolvent. The state is
under-funding K-12 education, primarily by not covering actual staffing costs and not keeping up with inflation.

Consider: Experts hired by the Washington Learns Committee recommend 71 certified instructors for every 1,000 students;
the state funds 46 per 1,000. Caught in the discrepancy are kids who aren’t getting the help they need. So districts hire
more teachers and pay for them with local funds. Statewide, local funds pay for 22 percent of our teaching corps.

Then there are non-employee costs, like utilities. In 2006-07, districts spent $259 million on utilities. The state paid $118
million.

So the question is: How much do schools really cost? To answer that, the Basic Education Finance Task Force — a group of
state and education representatives charged with making sure schools get enough money — first has to define what we
need to pay for. What skills do employers expect? What standards do colleges stipulate? How do we prepare kids for life
and career, and what infrastructure does that require?

The Legislature hasn’t addressed this issue in 30 years. In the interim, PTA members — you guys — have argued for tougher
graduation requirements, better diagnostic assessment, stronger math and science curriculum, and more funding for
facilities. The PTA position is we need to make schools better for all students. And when the state only pays to replace
textbooks every 18 years, and only pays for five hours of the average six-hour school day, we need to re-evaluate the
state’s definition of “basic.”

Over the summer, a number of groups testified before the task force, discussing everything from accountability to collective
bargaining. The Washington PTA was there, too, laying out our positions, asking the state to match financing to
expectations, and reminding them: Kids first. Member s of the task force have since written or sponsored preliminary
proposals. Some want fundamental overhaul, such as changing the way teachers are certified or evaluated; others just
want enough state funds to cover what districts have cobbled together. The task force is meeting weekly and is seeking
public input, By mid-December it will send a report to the state Legislature. What happens after that depends on all of us.

We need to ask ourselves: What do our kids need? What reforms are essential and doable? And we need to ask our
representatives in Olympia: Why is our current system unstable? Our schools are financially at risk and we have high drop
out rates. Will the proposed changes fix the problem? We as a community need to speak up and make sure that the
Legislature plans and budgets for what kids really need.

“It's Basic” is a campaign of the state PTA. Our goal: Make sure Washington kids have stable, secure and sufficient
funding for basic education. Materials are posted at www.wastatepta.org/leg/funding.htm. How to get involved: Send
comments on the proposals to: bef@wsipp.wa.gov Contact your legislator: http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/

Learn more about Washington State school funding: w ww.fundingwaschools.org
*All budget information in this article comes from figures provided by the Office of the Superintendent for Public Instruction.



Everett Council PTSA

Escape
Schoe

As seen on Oprah, The Today Show & Good Morning America!
Presented by Dignity Memorial

FREE! January 29th, 7:00 p.m.
Eisenhower Middle School - 10200 25th Ave SE, Everetf, 98208

Learn How to Teach Your Child to be Safe From Abduction!

Also be entered to win a bike of your choice from
Toys ‘R’ Us compliments of Dignity Memorial.

Child Abduction Statistics

» There are approximately 125,000 attempted child abductions each year.
+ Approximately 4,600 children are abducted by strangers each year in the Unifed States.
» Approximately 300 of those children will never be seen alive again.



