Band Concert
December 18 7:00 PM
DeceTober 22 Winter Break
January 2 No School
PTA Meeting
January 12
Hary Library, 7:00 PM
Martin Luther King Jr.
January 15 Assembly
Martin Luther King Jr.
January 19
vary No School

' “One must set a mental mind-
| set of himself that roars with

| determination, that knows no
I bounds: a hunger that is

| e
| never satisfied.”

I Quote from a Heatherwood
I Middle School Student
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Lately it seems that

everything is running so

smoothly, my position

has been a breeze. This

week we submitted eight
beautiful Reflections entries to the
Everett Council program “WOW”. The
student applicants should be very
proud of their work!

The Heatherwood community often
overwhelms me with its generosity.
Helping hands and warm hearts helped
benefit last month’s food drive and I'd
like to congratulate everyone for its
success! The December ASB drive is
“Stuff the Shelter.” The block class
competition is benefiting the Everett
Animal Shelter and items such as toys,
beds and food may be donated. Thank
you for all the kindness you have
contributed to our community this year!

Focus Day is a BIG event coming up
for PTA in February, but planning is
under way now. Education funding is
making headlines and children in
Washington State could use your
support. At a time when we are trying
to increase education spending we are
currently facing cuts. There is plenty
you can do to let our legislators know
how we feel -- make sure to read and
follow through on the information in this
month’s newsletter. We'll keep you up
to date on information and action steps
we can take in the following months.
For now, mark your calendars for
February 26th and join us as we rally in
Olympia, for every child, one voice!
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It's never too late to become a
member! PTA is a grassroots
organization made up of parents,
teachers and others who have a
special interest in children, families
and schools. PTA membership is as
diverse as Washington State is in
cultures, education levels, and
parenting skills. By joining a PTA, a
member automatically becomes part
of the largest child-advocacy
organization in the state- over
150,000 strong across Washington.

It's hard to believe, but soon we will
be looking for PTA members willing to
serve on our nominating committee to
select candidates for next year’'s
Executive Committee. If you are
interested, please contact me for
additional information and join us at
our PTA meeting January 12" at 7:00
pm in the Heatherwood Library to
elect our Nominating committee.

In my position, | have let the voices of
the parents and community help guide
our organization. As parents and
community members, please keep us
informed if you see a need you
believe the PTA could benefit the
community with. Your ideas matter
and your voice can make a difference.

Respectfully,
Christa Pederson
Heatherwood PTA President




PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING

A great thank-you to all of you who were able to take the time to sit with your child during the goal-setting
conference. We understand that these can be difficult to schedule, and as we strive to bring more student-
ownership to the conferencing process, it is critical for the child to have that support base. Thank you. Happy
holidays to you all!

Principal, Heatherwood Middle School
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November Star Attractions

The theme for the November Star Attractions was “Problem Solving”. Congratulations to the following students :

R

Yr Blake Podnar, Brandon Mar, Evan Smith, Hannah Yoon, Joshua Reidt, Kenny Ficklin, Mackenzie Byrne, Mary
¥ Charleson, Matt Buerger, Michael Chung, Nicole Lemos, Rachel Reum, Ryan Sherwood, Sabrina Smith, Sean
i Mertens, and Trevor Naze.
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Thank-you for supporting the Heatherwood ASB Food D rive!

This year’s event was another HUGE success thanks to your help! The Heatherwood community
came together and donated 4,135 Ibs of food for the Salvation Army. Each grade level competed
and the winning class brought in 700 items!

The block class winners were Ms. Patricelli for 6" grade, Ms. Rohrich for 7" grade and Mrs. Jae-
ger for 8" grade.

Math Club Highlights

Twenty-five eager and interested math students got to compete in the AMC competition on
Nov 18 at Heatherwood. Students displayed excellent focus and energy, and seemed to
really enjoy this individual math competition. Participants will hopefully get their scores
back before winter break!

Any interested students are invited to join the Heatherwood Math Club, as we focus on our
next GROUP competition- called Math Counts! We will be meeting Tuesday, Dec. 16 after
school in room 307 as we discuss how we will prepare for the Math Counts competition.
We will try some sample problems, and talk about how best to work in cooperative math teams. The activity bus is
available at 4:00 to transport students home.

Mr. Harper
Math Club Advisor




Martin Luther King Jr. Assembly
8:30am on January 15, 2009 in the Heatherwood Gymna  sium

Heatherwood is excited to welcome Richard Thomas as this year’s featured speaker at our Martin Luther King Jr.
Assembly on January 15™.

Mr. Thomas inspires thousands all over the nation each year to overcome obstacles and reach their full potential. His
ability to achieve his own dream of becoming a professional athlete despite overwhelming odds certainly qualifies him
to encourage others to pursue greatness. He displayed his athletic aptitude while he played football at the University
of Washington (1991-1995), capturing three Pac-10 championships, after which he pursued a professional football ca-
reer with the Baltimore Ravens. In response to the dire need of the youth of this nation to receive encouragement and
motivation to succeed despite their circumstances, he left behind his football career and forged ahead with his new
mission: to empower people to overcome obstacles and reach their full potential. For more information, please read
about Richard Thomas and his presentations at www.richardthomasonline.com. Thanks to the Heatherwood ASB for
organizing this assembly.

Delayed Start or Closed Schools

If, for any reason, we have to cancel school or delay the start of school, we will be using Connect-ED to call in the
morning with a brief message regarding the reason for closure or delay. We will continue to use local media and post on
our website. If there is no announcement about Everett Schools, we are having school on our regular, normal schedule.
In cases of inclement weather or other emergencies, please:

Listen for media announcements;
View the district’s website at www.everett.k12.wa.us; or

Call our district information line at 425.385.4636.

Career Exploration and Interest Fair

——

WAIIITE” Do you have a fascinating job that you love? Would you like to share that interest with our student community here

‘ = at Heatherwood Middle School?

Each year we host a “Career Exploration and Interest Fair”  for our eighth grade students. Our upcoming career fair will be on

February 26, 2009 . The Fair is the culmination of a three-year career curriculum in which the students have explored how their skills
and interests might relate to future career choices.

Our goal is to provide these students the opportunity to gather information from a broad range of occupations that will assist them in
their career and educational planning. As they move into high school, we hope that they begin to build class schedules that relate to
their interests and future career choices. We strongly believe partnering with local professionals enhances the educational process

and gives students a clearer vision for their future.

If you have a business or occupation and you are willing to share your interests, please contact Aline Bensen, Heatherwood
Community Resource Assistant abensen@everettsd.org 425.385.6416




WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES

Girl's Basketball
Coaches: Ed Lundberg & Rich Bruns

Jan 12 First Practice

Jan 29 Eishenhower @ Heatherwood 7th grade 5:30  8th grade 3:45
Feb 2 Heatherwood @ North 7th grade 5:30  8th grade 3:45
Feb 3 Gateway @ Heatherwood 7th grade 5:30  8th grade 3:45
Feb 5 Heatherwood @ Evergreen 7th grade 5:30  8th grade 3:45
Feb 12 Heatherwood @ Eisenhower 7th grade 3:45  8th grade 5:30
Feb 19 Heatherwood @ Gateway 7th grade 3:45  8th grade 5:30
Feb 23 North @ Heatherwood 7th grade 3:45  8th grade 5:30
Feb 24 Evergreen @ Heatherwood 7th grade 3:45  8th grade 5:30

Wrestling
Coaches: James Brown, Ivan Seekins & Kyle Wendling

Feb 9 First Practice

Mar 4 North @ Heatherwood 3:45
Mar 5 Evergreen @ Heatherwood 3:45
Mar 10 Heatherwood @ Eisenhower 3:45
Mar 11 Heatherwood @ Gateway 3:45
Mar 12 JV Wrestling Tournament @ Evergreen 3:45
Mar 17 Heatherwood @ Evergreen 5:00
Mar 18 Heatherwood @ North 3:45
Mar 19 JV Wrestling Tournament @ Eisenhower 3:45
Mar 24 Match 1 Eisenhower @ Heatherwood 3:45

Jackson High School Robotics Club

Jackson High School now has its first FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technol-
ogy) robotics club. The FIRST organization holds events for kids in 1% grade through high school.

"FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is a unique varsity sport of the mind designed to help high-school-
aged young people discover how interesting and rewarding the life of engineers and researchers can
be. The FIRST Robotics Competition challenges teams of young people and their mentors to solve a
common problem in a six-week timeframe using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules.
Teams build robots from the parts and enter them in competitions designed by Dean Kamen, Dr.
Woodie Flowers, and a committee of engineers and other professionals.”

Interested JHS students, parents, and volunteers should contact Jackson teacher Ms. Thorleifson,
mthorleifson@ everettsd.org. For more info: http://www.firstwa.org

The Child Advocate

A new issue of The Child Advocate is now available on the state PTA website . It focuses on
building strong parent/child relationships. To view this issue go to:
http://issuu.com/wastatepta/docs/nov08 childadvocate?mode=embed&documentld=081028181839-

659db9868a914afea26cf6b284792bf9&layout=grey




Washington State Robotics Championship
Saturday, December 13, 2008
Bellevue High School
10416 Wolverine Way
Bellevue, WA 98004

~ FIRST LEGO League (FLL) is a robotic competition developed for middle school age students. There
are two primary activities: Build and program a small robot to accomplish various challenges and in-
O vestigate a research topic and present findings at the tournament.

/ Interested Heatherwood students and parents may want to attend the event (as spectators). If there is
d\ enough interest, perhaps a Heatherwood team can participate next year.
& For more info: http://www.firstwa.org

PTA

What does PTA do?

PTAs work for children. PTAs meet together, study problems, support teachers, volunteers in school, attend workshops
on parenting and become informed on issues regarding children and youth. As a result, PTA members become better
parents, teachers and citizens.

When was PTA formed?

February 17, 1897 in Washington D.C. Two thousand women and a few men met to discuss the nation’s future and the
need for all caring adults to mobilize and to act on behalf of children. Thus, the National PTA was formed, soon followed
by the Washington State PTA in 1905.

Why should | get involved?

Studies have proven that membership in PTA provides your child and other children around you with a greater chance of
achieving in school. As a PTA member, you are more likely to be an informed, involved parent. More than ever, it is
important for parents to learn ways to keep children safe, trouble free and involved in school. PTA is the best place to
gain that knowledge.

How can | benefit?

PTA provides opportunities to meet and talk with other parents who have the same worries as you. By sharing common
concerns, you will feel more empowered to do the tough job of parenting. PTA also provides educational opportunities.
From local-level parent education meetings to the Washington State PTA Convention, PTA encourages learning and the
sharing of accomplishments. PTA will introduce you to a great variety of new activities and opportunities to share your
special talents. PTA will give you opportunity, not only to impact your local community, but to have input in major
legislative and policy issues affecting children throughout the state.




Education Funding

Are you concerned about education funding in our st ate?

Here’s a way you can get involved today! It's as easy as a few keystrokes. Important work is be-
ing done right now by our elected officials to prepare for the next legislative session. We urge you
to take action today by sending an important message to the Governor and your legislators using
our Legislative Action center. Follow the link below to our action center. Then scroll over and click
on the title “Support Education Funding and Finance Reform”. This is the link to the alert. http://

capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/ . A preprinted message has been included. You are encouraged to
add a personal story as well.

We also strongly encourage you to forward this message with the link to your friends and family email lists (anyone who
supports our message is encouraged to respond)...taking care not to include any government email addresses.

We have set a goal of sending 40,000 emails! That' s right we want 10,000 of you and your friends from every leg-
islative district in the state  to send messages to their three legislators and th e Governor. The system has already
been set up to generate all four, so all you need to do is add just a bit to the one prewritten message. It's so easy! Try it
yourself, then pass it on to a friend. Let's see what kind of an impact we can make in one week.

OSPI K-8 Core Math Curricula Review and Recommendat ions Report Released 12/10/08

The work contained within this report represents a significant step for the state of Washington. As required by the 2008
Legislature, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is required to present recommendations of no
more than three basic mathematics curricula at the elementary (K-5), middle (6-8) and high school (9-12) grade spans
to the State Board of Education for their review and comment. In determining the curricula to recommend, OSPI con-
ducted an instructional materials review of core/comprehensive programs. Since the K-8 mathematics standards were
approved in April 2008, K-8 programs were reviewed first. High school programs and K-12 supplemental programs will
be reviewed in November and December 2008. This report details the recommendations for K-8 programs. The recom-
mendations for the elementary and middle school grade spans are as follows:

Elementary (K-5): Math Connects, Bridges in Mathematics, Math Expressions
Middle (6-8): Holt Mathematics, Math Connects, Prentice Hall Mathematics

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/pubdocs/PublishersNotices/
OSPIMathematicskK-8IMRReport12-5-08Final.pdf

http://www.k12.wa.us/Curriculuminstruct/publishernotices.aspx

Mill Creek Little League Sign-ups in January

Registration for the 2009 season of Mill Creek Little League baseball and softball will be held in the
Heatherwood Middle School cafeteria on January 7" and January 15" from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

All boys and girls from ages five to 18 who live in the Everett School District boundaries* may play
Little League. Programs include T-ball (ages 5-6), Rookies baseball and softball (ages 7-8 or age 6
with one year of T-ball), Farm baseball (ages 9-10 or age 8 with two years of Rookies), Minors
baseball and softball (ages 9-11), Majors baseball and softball (ages 9-12), and Junior/Senior baseball and softball (ages
13-18). Practices start times vary from early February to early April. Games begin from late February for Majors to April

for Farm, Rookies and T-ball. Some programs require mandatory tryouts but all children who attend will be placed on a
team.

* Eligible participants must live south of 132™ St. SE, north of 180" St. SE, and follow the Everett School District
boundaries on the east and west side within that area.




GET READY TO:
USE OUR VOICES

FOR CHILDREN

Focus Day 2009
February 26, 2009
Olympia, Washington

Rally on the Steps

Plan to join PTA advocates from across the state in Olympia for the WSPTA annual Focus Day. A full day of
activities is planned, centered around a large public rally of the membership on the front steps of the
Legislative Building at 12:00 noon. All members, along with legislative representatives and the media, are
invited to hear keynote speakers, meet with legislators and show support for children’s issues.

Look for additional information on the WSPTA website: www.wastatepta.org
For questions, contact the WSPTA office at (253) 565-2153.

The Basic Education Finance Joint Task Force (BEF), a bipartisan group appointed by the Governor,
will release its final report on Dec. 1st. This committee is tasked with two key assignments:

Redefine Basic Education, and
Develop appropriate funding structures that are fair, adequate and accountable.

Lawmakers will need our state-wide support for legislation to begin in the Feb. '09 budget session that calls
for full funding of public education!

When one person speaks alone, it's an opinion
When 10 of us speak together, it's a concern
When 50 of us speak together, it's a strong suggestion
When 200 of us speak together, it's a movement
But when 150,000 of us speak together, it's a victory for children!




Icome to the new Focus Day Rally, Feb. 26th ‘09!

There are big changes this year to WSPTA’s member-hosted, annual advocacy event in Olympia.
Focus Day is direct civic self-empowerment, and powerful advocacy — register your RSVP today at
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.

Focus Day will be much more in 2009 . Along with once-in-a-lifetime, game-changing legislative
events, this year with our advocacy friends  could be the deal maker. This year we’ll be out in the
open up front of the Capitol Dome — a Rally On The Steps !

It is time to be a part of a visible change, and definitely not a time to leave it up to someone else.
This is your time to act with your WSPTA — advocacy in full view . 2009 is different with the
coming of a day long anticipated since the Washington Learns 2006 study of our state’s education
system. The wait will end with the Dec. ‘08 release of the final report by the Basic E  ducation Fi-
nance Joint Task Force . This is the year we want the media, people of influence and everyone to
know where WSPTA stands.

On previous Focus Days , along with group presentations, we have walked office-to office around
the Capital Campus to speak with our lawmakers, to exchange points of view in one-on-one conver-
sation. You may still do so this year — Focus Day still conveys our commitment to building under-
standing for the legislative perspective and process, to influence legislator’'s position on issues and a
rapport to prompt their taking action too. But ultimately, this Focus Day is a public event to demon-
strate the broad backing and unified coalition supporting a legislative mandate WSPTA champions.

Another difference this year is we'll arrive with advocacy friends and partners from across the State

— in February from the capitol steps we’ll all show just how deep and strong our support is for our leg-
islators’ commitment to education. The day is shared with many fellow advocates showing up to col-
laborate and collectively make a difference, confident in knowing our coming together generates
change. Our Top 5 Legislative Issues determined at Legislative Assembly are the focus of WSPTA'’s
conversation — our showing up in Olympia for that conversation emphasizes the pivotal role
members contribute to their legislator’'s focus arou nd the issues .

Please accept our abundant appreciation and thanks in advance for working together to make FD the
most successful, visible, newsworthy, influential and precedent-setting advocacy commitment we un-
dertake this year!

Thank you for all you do every day for your children and communities. Please join us, and contact us
with any questions or suggestions you have for Focus Day.

Byron Shutz & Shelley Kloba

WSPTA Focus Day Co-Chairs 2008-09
bcshutz@comcast.net shelley@kloba.com
eIIs 425-301-6386 425-823-9732
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